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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188c of this title. 

§ 189. Art exhibits 

No work of art or manufacture other than the 
property of the United States shall be exhibited 
in the National Statuary Hall, the Rotunda, or 
the corridors of the Capitol. 

(R.S. § 1815; Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, 18 Stat. 376; Mar. 
3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 391.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on act Mar. 3, 1879, popularly known 

as the ‘‘Sundry Civil Appropriation Act, fiscal year 

1879’’. 
R.S. § 1815 derived from act July 20, 1868, ch. 176, § 6, 

15 Stat. 110. 

§ 190. Private studios and works of art 

No room in the Capitol shall be used for pri-
vate studios or works of art, without permission 
from the Joint Committee on the Library, given 
in writing; and it shall be the duty of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol to carry this provision into 
effect. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, 18 Stat. 376.) 

§ 190a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 189, 28 Stat. 959, related 

to location of terminal of the conveying apparatus for 

rapid transmission of books, papers, and messages be-

tween Library of Congress and Capitol. 

§ 190b. Location of reference library for Senate 
and House of Representatives 

The rooms and space recently occupied by the 
Library of Congress in the Capitol building shall 
be divided into three stories, the third story of 
which shall be fitted up and used for a reference 
library for the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, and that portion of the other two stories 
north of a line drawn east and west through the 
center of the Rotunda shall be used for such pur-
pose as may be designated by the Senate of the 
United States, and that portion of the first and 
second stories south of said line shall be used for 
such purpose as may be designated by the House 
of Representatives. 

(June 6, 1900, No. 33, 31 Stat. 719.) 

§ 191. Repealed. Jan. 24, 1934, ch. 4, § 34, 48 Stat. 
336 

Section, act Mar. 3, 1903, ch. 1012, § 34, 32 Stat. 1221, 

prohibited sale of intoxicating liquors within limits of 

the Capitol Building. See the ‘‘District of Columbia Al-

coholic Beverage Control Act’’, chapter 1 (§ 25–101 et 

seq.) of Title 25, Alcoholic Beverages, of the District of 

Columbia Code. 

§ 192. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, R.S. § 1819; act Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 

147, which extended to the Capitol Square the laws of 

the District of Columbia, was superseded by section 101 

of this title. 

§ 193. Protection of buildings and property 

The Sergeants at Arms of the Senate and of 
the House of Representatives are authorized to 

make such regulations as they may deem nec-
essary for preserving the peace and securing the 
Capitol from defacement, and for the protection 
of the public property therein, and they shall 
have power to arrest and detain any person vio-
lating such regulations, until such person can be 
brought before the proper authorities for trial. 

(R.S. § 1820.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1820 derived from acts Mar. 30, 1867, ch. 20, § 2, 

15 Stat. 12; Apr. 29, 1876, ch. 86, 19 Stat. 41. 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–105. 

APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS 

Section as unaffected by sections 193a to 193l, 212a, 

212a–2, and 212b of this title, see note set out under sec-

tion 193a of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Policing of Capitol Building and Grounds, see section 

212a of this title. 

Use of Capitol Grounds as playground prohibited, see 

section 214 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–1 of this 

title. 

§ 193a. United States Capitol Grounds; area com-
prising; jurisdiction 

The United States Capitol Grounds shall com-
prise all squares, reservations, streets, road-
ways, walks, and other areas as defined on a 
map entitled ‘‘Map showing areas comprising 
United States Capitol Grounds’’, dated June 25, 
1946, approved by the Architect of the Capitol 
and recorded in the Office of the Surveyor of the 
District of Columbia in book 127, page 8, includ-
ing all additions added thereto by law subse-
quent to June 25, 1946, and the jurisdiction and 
control over the United States Capitol Grounds, 
vested prior to July 31, 1946 by law in the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, is extended to the entire 
area of the United States Capitol Grounds, and 
the Architect of the Capitol shall be responsible 
for the maintenance and improvement thereof, 
including those streets and roadways in said 
United States Capitol Grounds as shown on said 
map as being under the jurisdiction and control 
of the Commissioners of the District of Colum-
bia, except that the Mayor of the District of Co-
lumbia shall be responsible for the maintenance 
and improvement of those portions of the fol-
lowing streets which are situated between the 
curblines thereof: Constitution Avenue from 
Second Street Northeast to Third Street North-
west, First Street from D Street N.E. to D 
Street S.E., D Street from First Street S.E. to 
Canal Street S.W., and First Street from the 
north side of Louisiana Avenue to the intersec-
tion of C Street and Canal Street S.W., Pennsyl-
vania Avenue Northwest from First Street 
Northwest to Third Street Northwest, Maryland 
Avenue Southwest from First Street Southwest 
to Third Street Southwest, Second Street 
Northeast from F Street Northeast to C Street 
Southeast; C Street Southeast from Second 
Street Southeast to First Street Southeast; that 
portion of Maryland Avenue Northeast from 
Second Street Northeast to First Street North-
east; that portion of New Jersey Avenue North-
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west from D Street Northwest to Louisiana Ave-
nue; that portion of Second Street Southwest 
from the north curb of D Street to the south 
curb of Virginia Avenue Southwest; that portion 
of Virginia Avenue Southwest from the east 
curb of Second Street Southwest to the west 
curb of Third Street Southwest; that portion of 
Third Street Southwest from the south curb of 
Virginia Avenue Southwest to the north curb of 
D Street Southwest; that portion of D Street 
Southwest from the west curb of Third Street 
Southwest to the east curb of Second Street 
Southwest; that portion of Canal Street South-
west, including sidewalks and traffic islands, 
from the south curb of Independence Avenue 
Southwest to the west curb of South Capitol 
Street: Provided, That the Mayor of the District 
of Columbia shall be permitted to enter any part 
of said United States Capitol Grounds for the 
purpose of repairing or maintaining or, subject 
to the approval of the Architect of the Capitol, 
for the purpose of constructing or altering, any 
utility service of the District of Columbia gov-
ernment. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 1, 60 Stat. 718; 1967 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 401, eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 
Stat. 951; Pub. L. 90–108, § 1(a), Oct. 20, 1967, 81 
Stat. 275; Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, § 421, title VII, 
§ 739(g)(7), Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 789, 829; Pub. L. 
96–432, § 2, Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1852.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–106. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–432 substituted ‘‘Constitution Avenue 

from Second Street Northeast to Third Street North-

west’’ and ‘‘C Street and Canal Street S.W., Pennsyl-

vania Avenue Northwest from First Street Northwest 

to Third Street Northwest, Maryland Avenue South-

west from First Street Southwest to Third Street 

Southwest, Second Street Northeast from F Street 

Northeast to C Street Southeast; C Street Southeast 

from Second Street Southeast to First Street South-

east; that portion of Maryland Avenue Northeast from 

Second Street Northeast to First Street Northeast; 

that portion of New Jersey Avenue Northwest from D 

Street Northwest to Louisiana Avenue; that portion of 

Second Street Southwest from the north curb of D 

Street to the south curb of Virginia Avenue Southwest; 

that portion of Virginia Avenue Southwest from the 

east curb of Second Street Southwest to the west curb 

of Third Street Southwest; that portion of Third Street 

Southwest from the south curb of Virginia Avenue 

Southwest to the north curb of D Street Southwest; 

that portion of D Street Southwest from the west curb 

of Third Street Southwest to the east curb of Second 

Street Southwest; that portion of Canal Street South-

west, including sidewalks and traffic islands, from the 

south curb of Independence Avenue Southwest to the 

west curb of South Capitol Street: Provided’’ for ‘‘Con-

stitution Avenue from First Street N.E. to Second 

Street N.W.’’ and ‘‘C Street and Canal Street S.W.: Pro-

vided’’, respectively. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–198 substituted ‘‘, including those 

streets and roadways in said United States Capitol 

Grounds as shown on said map as being under the juris-

diction and control of the Commissioners of the Dis-

trict of Columbia, except that the Commissioner of the 

District of Columbia shall be responsible for the main-

tenance and improvement of those portions of the fol-

lowing streets which are situated between the curblines 

thereof: Constitution Avenue from First Street N.E. to 

Second Street N.W., First Street from D Street N.E. to 

D Street S.E., D Street from First Street S.E. to Canal 

Street S.W., and First Street from the north side of 
Louisiana Avenue to the intersection of C Street and 
Canal Street S.W.: Provided,’’ for ‘‘: Provided, That 
those streets and roadways as being under the jurisdic-
tion and control of the Commissioner of the District of 
Columbia shall continue under such jurisdiction and 
control, and said Commissioner shall be responsible for 
the maintenance and improvement thereof: Provided 

further,’’. 
1967—Pub. L. 90–108 inserted ‘‘including all additions 

added thereto by law subsequent to June 25, 1946,’’ after 
‘‘book 127, page 8’’, and struck out ‘‘as defined on the 
aforementioned map’’ after ‘‘the entire area of the 
United States Capitol Grounds’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Section 4 of Pub. L. 96–432 provided that: ‘‘The fore-
going provisions of this Act [amending this section and 
enacting provisions set out as notes below] shall take 
effect upon the expiration of the thirty-day period fol-
lowing the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 10, 
1980].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1973 AMENDMENT 

Section 771 of Pub. L. 93–198 provided that the amend-
ment made by Pub. L. 93–198 is effective on Jan. 2, 1975, 
if a majority of the registered qualified electors in the 
District of Columbia voting on the charter issue in the 
charter referendum accepted the charter set out in title 
IV of Pub. L. 93–198, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 785. The char-
ter was approved by the voters on May 7, 1974. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Section 3 of Pub. L. 90–108 provided that: ‘‘Prosecu-
tions for violations of the Act of July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 
718; 40 U.S.C. 193a et seq.; D.C. Code 9–118 et seq. [9–106 
et seq.]) [sections 193a to 193m, 212a, 212a–2, and 212b of 
this title] and of section 15 of the Act of July 29, 1892 
(27 Stat. 325; D.C. Code 4–120 [4–116], 22–3111) [section 101 
of this title], occurring prior to the enactment of these 
amendments [Oct. 20, 1967] shall not be affected by 
these amendments or abated by reason thereof. The 
provisions of this Act [amending sections 101, 193a, 193f, 
193h and 193m of this title] shall be applicable to viola-
tions occurring after its enactment [Oct. 20, 1967].’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 
1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 
Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 
Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-
fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘Commis-

sioner’’ and for ‘‘Commissioners’’ the second time ap-

pearing. 

COMMISSION ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE UNITED 

STATES CAPITOL 

Pub. L. 102–392, title III, § 324, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 

1726, established in the Congress the Commission on the 

Bicentennial of the United States Capitol to organize 

and publicize a celebration in 1993 to observe the 200th 

anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of the 

United States Capitol, set forth its composition of cer-

tain Members of Congress and its staffing authority, 

authorized the Commission to use voluntary staff and 

services and information, services, facilities, and per-

sonnel of the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of 

the House of Representatives, and directed support and 

assistance from legislative agencies and funding of ex-

penses from the contingency funds of the Senate and 

House of Representatives. 

CHANGES IN UNITED STATES CAPITOL GROUNDS 

Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title V, § 514, Nov. 12, 1996, 110 

Stat. 4165, provided that: 
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‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section— 
‘‘(1) to assist in the effort to timely establish with-

in the District of Columbia a national memorial to 

Japanese American patriotism in World War II; and 
‘‘(2) to improve management of certain parcels of 

Federal real property located within the District of 

Columbia, 
by the transferring jurisdiction over such parcels to the 

Architect of the Capitol, the Secretary of the Interior, 

and the Government of the District of Columbia. 
‘‘(b) TRANSFERS OF JURISDICTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of the en-

actment of this Act [Nov. 12, 1996] and notwithstand-

ing any other provision of law, jurisdiction over the 

parcels of Federal real property described in para-

graph (2) is transferred without additional consider-

ation as provided by paragraph (2). 
‘‘(2) SPECIFIC TRANSFERS.— 

‘‘(A) TRANSFERS TO SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Jurisdiction over the follow-

ing parcels is transferred to the Secretary of the 

Interior: 
‘‘(I) That triangle of Federal land, including 

any contiguous sidewalks and tree space, that 

is part of the United States Capitol Grounds 

under the jurisdiction of the Architect of the 

Capitol bound by D Street, N.W., New Jersey 

Avenue, N.W., and Louisiana Avenue, N.W., in 

square W632 in the District of Columbia, as 

shown on the Map Showing Properties Under 

Jurisdiction of the Architect of the Capitol, 

dated November 8, 1994. 
‘‘(II) That triangle of Federal land, including 

any contiguous sidewalks and tree space, that 

is part of the United States Capitol Grounds 

under the jurisdiction of the Architect of the 

Capitol bound by C Street, N.W., First Street, 

N.W., and Louisiana Avenue, N.W., in the Dis-

trict of Columbia, as shown on the Map Show-

ing Properties Under Jurisdiction of the Archi-

tect of the Capitol, dated November 8, 1994. 
‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The parcels transferred by 

clause (i) shall not include those contiguous side-

walks abutting Louisiana Avenue, N.W., which 

shall remain part of the United States Capitol 

Grounds under the jurisdiction of the Architect of 

the Capitol. 
‘‘(iii) CONSIDERATION AS MEMORIAL SITE.—The 

parcels transferred by subclause (I) of clause (i) 

may be considered as a site for a national memo-

rial to Japanese American patriotism in World 

War II. 
‘‘(B) TRANSFERS TO ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL.— 

Jurisdiction over the following parcels is trans-

ferred to the Architect of the Capitol: 
‘‘(i) That portion of the triangle of Federal land 

in Reservation No. 204 in the District of Columbia 

under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the In-

terior, including any contiguous sidewalks, bound 

by Constitution Avenue, N.E., on the north, the 

branch of Maryland Avenue, N.E., running in a 

northeast direction on the west, the major por-

tion of Maryland Avenue, N.E., on the south, and 

2nd Street, N.E., on the east, including the con-

tiguous sidewalks. 
‘‘(ii) That irregular area of Federal land in Res-

ervation No. 204 in the District of Columbia under 

the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, 

including any contiguous sidewalks, northeast of 

the real property described in clause (i) bound by 

Constitution Avenue, N.E., on the north, the 

branch of Maryland Avenue, N.E., running to the 

northeast on the south, and the private property 

on the west known as lot 7, in square 726. 
‘‘(iii) The two irregularly shaped medians lying 

north and east of the property described in clause 

(i), located between the north and south curbs of 

Constitution Avenue, N.E., west of its intersec-

tion with Second Street, N.E., all as shown in 

Land Record No. 268, dated November 22, 1957, in 

the Office of the Surveyor, District of Columbia, 

in Book 138, Page 58. 
‘‘(iv) All sidewalks under the jurisdiction of the 

District of Columbia abutting on and contiguous 

to the land described in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii). 
‘‘(C) TRANSFERS TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—Juris-

diction over the following parcels is transferred to 

the Government of the District of Columbia: 
‘‘(i) That portion of New Jersey Avenue, N.W., 

between the northernmost point of the intersec-

tion of New Jersey Avenue, N.W., and D Street, 

N.W., and the northernmost point of the intersec-

tion of New Jersey Avenue, N.W., and Louisiana 

Avenue, N.W., between squares 631 and W632, 

which remains Federal property. 
‘‘(ii) That portion of D Street, N.W., between its 

intersection with New Jersey Avenue, N.W., and 

its intersection with Louisiana Avenue, N.W., be-

tween squares 630 and W632, which remains Fed-

eral property. 
‘‘(c) MISCELLANEOUS.— 

‘‘(1) COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS.—Compliance 

with this section shall be deemed to satisfy the re-

quirements of all laws otherwise applicable to trans-

fers of jurisdiction over parcels of Federal real prop-

erty. 
‘‘(2) LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITY.—Law en-

forcement responsibility for the parcels of Federal 

real property for which jurisdiction is transferred by 

subsection (b) shall be assumed by the person acquir-

ing such jurisdiction. 
‘‘(3) UNITED STATES CAPITOL GROUNDS.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION.—The first section of the Act en-

titled ‘An Act to define the United States Capitol 

Grounds, to regulate the use thereof, and for other 

purposes’, approved July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C. 193a), is 

amended to include within the definition of the 

United States Capitol Grounds the parcels of Fed-

eral real property described in subsection (b)(2)(B). 
‘‘(B) JURISDICTION OF CAPITOL POLICE.—The United 

States Capitol Police shall have jurisdiction over 

the parcels of Federal real property described in 

subsection (b)(2)(B) in accordance with section 9 of 

such Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C. 212a). 
‘‘(4) EFFECT OF TRANSFERS.—A person relinquishing 

jurisdiction over a parcel of Federal real property 

transferred by subsection (b) shall not retain any in-

terest in the parcel except as specifically provided by 

this section.’’ 
Pub. L. 97–379, Dec. 22, 1982, 96 Stat. 1935, provided: 

‘‘That section 1 of the Act of July 31, 1946, as amended 

(40 U.S.C. 193a), is amended to include within the defi-

nition of the United States Capitol Grounds the follow-

ing additional areas which are situated as follows: 
‘‘(1) All sidewalks and contiguous areas presently 

under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia lo-

cated on the south side of Pennsylvania Avenue, North-

west, between the west curb of First Street, Northwest 

and the east curb of Third Street, Northwest. 
‘‘(2) All sidewalks and contiguous areas presently 

under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia lo-

cated on the north side of Maryland Avenue, South-

west, between the west curb of First Street, Southwest 

and the east curb of Third Street, Southwest. 
‘‘(3) All sidewalks and contiguous areas presently 

under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia lo-

cated on the west side of First Street between the 

south curb of Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest and the 

north curb of Maryland Avenue, Southwest. 
‘‘(4) All sidewalks and contiguous areas presently 

under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia lo-

cated on the east side of Third Street between the 

south curb of Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest and the 

north curb of Maryland Avenue, Southwest.’’ 
Section 1 of Pub. L. 96–432 provided: ‘‘That section 1 

of the Act of July 31, 1946, as amended (40 U.S.C. 193a), 

is amended to include within the definition of the 

United States Capitol Grounds the following additional 

areas and portions of streets which are situated as fol-

lows: 
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‘‘(1) that portion of D Street Northeast from the east 

curb of Second Street Northeast to the east curb of 

First Street Northeast; 
‘‘(2) that portion of Second Street Northeast and 

Southeast from the south curb of F Street Northeast to 

the south curb of C Street Southeast; 
‘‘(3) that portion of Constitution Avenue Northeast 

from the east curb of Second Street Northeast to the 

east curb of First Street Northeast; 
‘‘(4) that portion of Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

from the west curb of First Street Northwest to the 

east curb of Third Street Northwest; 
‘‘(5) that portion of Maryland Avenue Southwest from 

the west curb of First Street Southwest to the east 

curb of Third Street Southwest; 
‘‘(6) that portion of Constitution Avenue Northwest 

from the east curb of Second Street Northwest to the 

east curb of Third Street Northwest; 
‘‘(7) that portion of Independence Avenue Southwest 

from the west curb of First Street Southwest to the 

east curb of Third Street Southwest; 
‘‘(8) that portion of Maryland Avenue Northeast from 

the east curb of Second Street Northeast to the east 

curb of First Street Northeast; 
‘‘(9) that portion of East Capitol Street from the east 

curb of Second Street Southeast to the east curb of 

First Street Southeast; 
‘‘(10) that portion of Independence Avenue Southeast 

from the east curb of Second Street Southeast to the 

east curb of First Street Southeast; 
‘‘(11) that portion of C Street Southeast from the east 

curb of Second Street Southeast to the east curb of 

First Street Southeast; 
‘‘(12) that portion of North Capitol Street from the 

south curb of Massachusetts Avenue to the north curb 

of Louisiana Avenue; 
‘‘(13) that portion of New Jersey Avenue Northwest 

from the north curb of D Street Northwest to the north 

curb of Louisiana Avenue; 
‘‘(14) that portion of Second Street Southwest from 

the north curb of D Street to the south curb of Virginia 

Avenue Southwest; 
‘‘(15) that portion of Virginia Avenue Southwest from 

the east curb of Second Street Southwest to the west 

curb of Third Street Southwest; 
‘‘(16) that portion of Third Street Southwest from the 

south curb of Virginia Avenue Southwest to the north 

curb of D Street Southwest; 
‘‘(17) that portion of D Street Southwest from the 

west curb of Third Street Southwest to the east curb of 

Second Street Southwest; 
‘‘(18) that portion of Canal Street Southwest, includ-

ing sidewalks and traffic islands, from the south curb 

of Independence Avenue Southwest to the west curb of 

South Capitol Street; and 
‘‘(19) all that area contiguous to, and surrounding, 

square numbered 724 from the property line thereof to 

the contiguous curb; 
‘‘(20) those areas contiguous to, and surrounding, the 

areas comprising the grounds of the United States Bo-

tanic Garden from the property line of such grounds to 

the contiguous curb; 
‘‘(21) all that area contiguous to, and surrounding, 

the structures comprising the United States Capitol 

Power Plant, from the building lines of such structures 

to the contiguous curbs; and 
‘‘(22) all that area contiguous to, and surrounding, 

square numbered 581 from the property line thereof to 

the contiguous curb.’’ 

Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 739(g)(3), Dec. 24, 1973, 87 

Stat. 828, effective Jan. 2, 1975, [title IV of Pub. L. 

93–198 having been accepted by a majority of the reg-

istered qualified electors in the District of Columbia 

voting on the charter issue in the charter referendum 

conducted May 8, 1974], provided in part that the defini-

tion of United States Capitol Grounds should include 

the following streets: Independence Avenue from the 

west curb of First Street S.E. to the east curb of First 

Street S.W., New Jersey Avenue S.E. from the south 

curb of Independence Avenue to the north curb of D 

Street S.E., South Capitol Street from the south curb 

of Independence Avenue to the north curb of D Street; 

Delaware Avenue S.W. from the south curb of C Street 

S.W. to the North Curb of D Street S.W., C Street from 

the west curb of First Street S.E. to the intersection of 

First and Canal Streets, S.W., D Street from the west 

curb of First Street S.E. to the intersection of Canal 

Street and Delaware Avenue S.W., that part of First 

Street lying west of the outer face of the curb of the 

sidewalk on the east side thereof from D Street, N.E. to 

D Street S.E., that part of First Street within the east 

and west curblines thereof extending from the north 

side of Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. to the intersection of 

C Street and Canal Street S.W., including the two cir-

cles within such area, but that nothing in the inclusion 

of such streets should be construed as repealing, or 

otherwise altering, modifying, affecting, or superseding 

those provisions of law in effect prior to the vesting of 

authority in the United States Supreme Court police 

and Library of Congress police by title IV of Pub. L. 

93–198 to make arrests in adjacent streets, including 

First Street N.E. and First Street S.E. 

JURISDICTION OF THE CAPITOL POLICE BOARD AND THE 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 

Section 3 of Pub. L. 96–432 provided that: ‘‘On and 

after the effective date of this section [see Effective 

Date of 1980 Amendment note set out above], that por-

tion of C Street Northeast from the west curb of Sec-

ond Street Northeast to the east curb of First Street 

Northeast shall be under the exclusive jurisdiction and 

control of the Capitol Police Board and the Architect of 

the Capitol in the same manner and to the same extent 

as such Board or the Architect of the Capitol has over 

other streets comprising the United States Capitol 

Grounds, and the Architect of the Capitol shall be re-

sponsible for the maintenance and improvement there-

of.’’ 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT AND LIBRARY OF 

CONGRESS; JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES 

Section 6(a), (b) of Pub. L. 96–432 provided that: 

‘‘(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act 

[enacting section 212a–1 of this title, amending this sec-

tion, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 

sections 193a and 193d of this title], with respect to 

those squares occupied by the United States Supreme 

Court and the Library of Congress, those streets or por-

tions thereof referred to in the first section of this Act 

[set out as a note above] which surround such squares 

shall be considered a part of the Capitol Grounds only 

to the face of the curbs contiguous to such squares. 

‘‘(b) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as repeal-

ing, or otherwise altering, modifying, affecting, or su-

perseding those provisions of law in effect on the date 

immediately preceding the date of the enactment of 

this Act [Oct. 10, 1980] vesting authority in the United 

States Supreme Court Police and the Library of Con-

gress Police to make arrests in adjacent streets.’’ 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL; ACQUISITION OF 

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY 

Pub. L. 97–12, title I, June 5, 1981, 95 Stat. 64, provided 

in part: ‘‘That upon acquisition of such real property 

pursuant to this paragraph [incorporating by reference 

the provisions of Pub. L. 96–432, Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 

1851, which related to the acquisition of property in 

squares 693, 640, and 582 in the District of Columbia], 

the structure located on lot 801 of square 693 shall be-

come a part of the House Office Buildings, subject to 

the provisions of the Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C. secs. 

193a through 193m, 212a[, 212a–2,] and 212b), including 

any amendments thereto, which are applicable to the 

Capitol Buildings, and to the Act of March 4, 1907 (40 

U.S.C. 175).’’ 

Sections 7–10 of Pub. L. 96–432 provided that: 

‘‘SEC. 7. (a) The Architect of the Capitol, under the 

direction of the House Office Building Commission, is 

hereby authorized to acquire, on behalf of the United 
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States, by purchase, condemnation, transfer, or other-

wise, for addition to the United States Capitol 

Grounds, all publicly or privately owned property con-

tained in lot 49 in square 582; lot 70 in square 640; and 

lots 1, 2, 67, 79, 80, 800, 801, 807, 814 through 822, and 834 

in square 693 in the District of Columbia (including all 

alleys or parts of alleys and streets within the lotlines 

and curblines surrounding such real property): Pro-

vided, That upon the acquisition of any such real prop-

erty by the Architect of the Capitol on behalf of the 

United States, such property shall be subject to the 

provisions of the Act of July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 718) [sec-

tions 193a to 193m, 212a, 212a–2, and 212b of this title 

and provisions set out as notes under sections 193a and 

193h of this title] as amended in the same manner and 

to the same extent as all other areas comprising the 

United States Capitol Grounds. 
‘‘(b) For the purposes of this section the properties 

authorized to be acquired hereunder, shall be deemed to 

extend to the outer face of the curbs of the squares in 

which they are located. 
‘‘(c) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated to 

the Architect of the Capitol for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 1981, the sum of $11,500,000 for the pur-

pose of carrying out the provisions of this section, said 

appropriation to remain available until expended. 
‘‘SEC. 8. The acquisition of real property under this 

Act [enacting section 212a–1 of this title, amending this 

section, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 

sections 193a and 193d of this title] shall be conducted 

in accordance with the Act entitled ‘Uniform Reloca-

tion Assistance and Land Acquisition Policies Act of 

1970’, Public Law 91–646, approved January 2, 1971 [42 

U.S.C. 4601 et seq.], and any proceeding for condemna-

tion brought in its course shall be conducted in accord-

ance with the Act entitled ‘An Act to provide for the 

acquisition of land in the District of Columbia for the 

use of the United States’, approved March 1, 1929 (16 

D.C. Code, secs. 1351–1368). 
‘‘SEC. 9. The Architect of the Capitol is authorized to 

enter into contracts and to make expenditures for grad-

ing and paving and such other expenditures, including 

expenditures for personal and other services, as may be 

necessary to carry out the purposes of section 7 of this 

Act. 
‘‘SEC. 10. Any contract entered into pursuant to this 

Act or pursuant to any amendment made by this Act 

shall be effective only to such extent and in such 

amounts as may be provided in advance in an appro-

priation Act.’’ 

SOUND AND LIGHT PERFORMANCE FOR THE RE-CREATION 

OF THE EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Pub. L. 93–226, Dec. 29, 1973, 87 Stat. 943, provided: 
‘‘[SEC. 1. Study and report by the United States Cap-

itol Historical Society on the desirability and feasibil-

ity of sound and light performance for the re-creation 

of the evolution of American History] That, notwith-

standing any other provision of law, the United States 

Capitol Historical Society is authorized, under direc-

tion of the Architect of the Capitol, to prepare a fea-

sibility study to determine the desirability of install-

ing within the United States Capitol Grounds, at the 

east front of the United States Capitol, all items of 

equipment and other facilities required for a sound and 

light performance, consisting of an interplay of light, 

music, narrative, and sound effects (without the use of 

live actors), which, when projected onto the imposing 

facade of the east front of the United States Capitol, 

will re-create the evolution of American history, based 

on a foundation of thorough historical research, subject 

to the following conditions: 
‘‘(1) Such study and all expenditures connected 

therewith will be borne by the United States Capitol 

Historical Society. 
‘‘(2) Upon completion of such study, the United 

States Capitol Historical Society, at its expense, will 

furnish the Architect of the Capitol a report detailing 

the results of such study, installations, and programs 

proposed, and estimates of cost required to imple-

ment such project without expense to the United 

States, including maintenance and operating ex-

penses. 
‘‘(3) The project may not be implemented, beyond 

the report stage, except as provided in section 2 here-

of. 
‘‘SEC. 2. [Review of the report by the Architect of the 

Capitol and recommendations to Congressional Offi-

cials; implementation of the project] The Architect of 

the Capitol shall review such report and submit the 

same, with his recommendations, to the Speaker and 

majority and minority leaders of the House of Rep-

resentatives and to the United States Senate Commis-

sion on Art and Antiquities. 
‘‘If the project, as presented, with or without modi-

fications, meets with the approval of such House and 

Senate officials, the Architect of the Capitol, notwith-

standing any other provision of law, is authorized after 

such approval— 
‘‘(1) To accept in the name of the United States 

from the United States Capitol Historical Society, as 

a gift, such sum or sums as may be required to fur-

ther implement such project, and such sum or sums 

when received, shall be credited as an addition to the 

appropriation account ‘Capitol Buildings, Architect 

of the Capitol’. 
‘‘(2) Subject to section 3 hereof, to expend such sum 

or sums for all items of equipment and other facili-

ties required for the sound and light performance, 

and for any other items in connection therewith. 
‘‘SEC. 3. [Authority to enter into contracts and make 

payments] The Architect of the Capitol, under the di-

rection of the House and Senate officials designated in 

section 2 hereof, is authorized to enter into contracts 

and to incur such other obligations and make such ex-

penditures as may be necessary to carry out the provi-

sions of said section 2. 
‘‘SEC. 4. [Availability and use of appropriated funds] 

Sums received under this joint resolution, when cred-

ited as an addition to the appropriation account ‘Cap-

itol Buildings, Architect of the Capitol’, shall be avail-

able for expenditure and shall remain available until 

expended. Following completion of the installation, 

such sums may thereafter be used by the Architect of 

the Capitol, in whole or in part, to defray any expenses 

which he may incur for maintenance and operation.’’ 

APPLICATION OF SECTIONS 193a TO 193l, 212a, AND 212b 

TO OTHER LAWS 

Section 16(b) of act July 31, 1946, provided that noth-

ing in sections 193a to 193l, 212a, 212a–2, or 212b of this 

title shall be construed to repeal, amend, alter or su-

persede the following: (1) sections 185a, 193 and 214 of 

this title, and (2) section 101 of this title, except as pro-

vided in section 212a of this title. 

ADDITIONS TO UNITED STATES CAPITOL GROUNDS 

SUBSEQUENT TO JUNE 25, 1946 

John W. McCormack Residential Page School, United 

States Capitol Grounds provisions applicable, see sec-

tion 184a of this title. 
Green park area use pending development for perma-

nent page school use, subject to United States Capitol 

Grounds provisions, see section 508 of Pub. L. 92–607, ch. 

V, Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 1512, set out as a note under 

section 184a of this title. 
Senate Parking Facilities Site, acquisition of real 

property as site for parking facilities of Senate, subject 

to United States Capitol Grounds provisions, see sec-

tion 508 of Pub. L. 92–607, ch. V, Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 

1512, set out as a note under section 174b–1 of this title. 

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY TO EXTEND ADDITIONAL 

SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

Pub. L. 85–429, May 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 148 and Pub. L. 

85–591, Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 495, authorized the Archi-

tect of the Capitol to acquire certain real property for 

purposes of extension of Additional Senate Office 

Building Site or for Additions to United States Capitol 

Grounds. 
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ORDER OF THE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION 

October 17, 1967 

WHEREAS, under authority of Section 1202 of Public 

Law 24, 84th Congress (69 Stat. 41), approved April 22, 

1955, known as the ‘‘Additional House Office Building 

Act of 1955’’, the Architect of the Capitol, at the direc-

tion of the House Office Building Commission, acquired 

during the period of 1955 to 1960, on behalf of the United 

States, by condemnation, seven squares in the District 

of Columbia, located south of Independence Avenue, in 

the vicinity of the United States Capitol Grounds, as a 

site for an additional office building and other nec-

essary facilities for the House of Representatives and 

for additions to the United States Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, under the aforesaid authority, the Archi-

tect of the Capitol, at the direction of the Commission, 

acquired in 1965 on behalf of the United States, through 

transfer from the Redevelopment Land Agency, Square 

639, also located south of Independence Avenue, for an 

addition to the United States Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, the aforesaid eight squares are identified 

and bound as follows: Square 635, bounded on the north 

by Independence Avenue, on the east by Delaware Ave-

nue, on the west by First Street, on the south by C 

Street; Square 637, bounded on the north by C Street, on 

the east by South Capitol Street, on the west by Dela-

ware Avenue, on the south by D Street; Square South of 

635, bounded on the north by C Street, on the east by 

Delaware Avenue, on the west and south by Canal 

Street; Square 691, bounded on the north by C Street, on 

the east by New Jersey Avenue, on the west by South 

Capitol Street, on the south by D Street; Square 692, 

bounded on the north by C Street, on the east by First 

Street, on the west by New Jersey Avenue, on the south 

by D Street; Square 732 north, bounded on the north by 

Independence Avenue, on the east by Second Street, on 

the west by First Street, on the south by Carroll 

Street; Square 732 south, bounded on the north by Car-

roll Street, on the east by Second Street, on the west 

by First Street, on the south by C Street; and Square 

639, bounded on the north by D Street, on the east by 

South Capitol Street, on the west and south by Canal 

Street; 
WHEREAS, title to all real property in these 8 

squares is now vested in fee simple absolute in the 

United States of America; 
WHEREAS, subsequent to acquisition of these 8 

squares, under the aforesaid authority, all alleys in 

these squares were closed and vacated, as were also 

Delaware Avenue between Independence Avenue and C 

Street and Carroll Street between First and Second 

Streets, by the Commissioners of the District of Colum-

bia, and all areas between the property lines and outer 

faces of curbs surrounding these squares and Square 636 

were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia to the jurisdiction 

of the Architect of the Capitol; 
WHEREAS, the Rayburn House Office Building has 

been constructed on Squares 635 and 636 (the latter 

square being already owned by the government and 

having been combined with Square 635 as a site for this 

building under the aforesaid authority), and the said 

building is now maintained by the Architect of the Cap-

itol as a part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

sidewalks and other paved and grassed areas surround-

ing this building are now maintained as part of the 

Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, underground garages for the House of 

Representatives have been constructed in Squares 637 

and 691 and are now maintained by the Architect of the 

Capitol as part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

areas above these garages have been landscaped as a 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, Squares South of 635 and 639 have been 

developed as parking lots for automobiles for Members 

and employees of the House and are now maintained as 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, part of Square 692 is occupied by the Con-

gressional Hotel, acquired by the Architect of the Cap-

itol under the aforesaid authority and leased to the 

Knott Hotels Corporation for use as a hotel, and the re-

mainder of this square has been converted into a park-

ing lot for automobiles for Members and employees of 

the House and is now maintained as a part of the Cap-

itol Grounds; 

WHEREAS, Squares 732 north and south were ac-

quired as an addition to the Capitol Grounds, are now 

maintained as part of the Capitol Grounds, and will 

continue to be so maintained until such time as re-

quired for construction thereon of the Library of Con-

gress James Madison Memorial Building, authorized by 

Public Law 89–260, approved October 19, 1965; 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid Additional House Office 

Building Act provides, in pertinent part, with respect 

to these properties, as follows: 

‘‘* * * At such time or times as may be fixed by 

order of the House Office Building Commission, (1) 

any real property acquired under, or made available 

for the purposes of, this chapter shall become part of 

the United States Capitol Grounds and subject to the 

Act entitled ‘An Act to define the area of the United 

States Capitol Grounds, to regulate the use thereof, 

and for other purposes’, approved July 31, 1946 (40 

U.S.C., secs. 193a—193m, 212a, [212a–2,] and 212b), and 

(2) the building and all facilities constructed pursu-

ant to section 1201 of this chapter shall become sub-

ject to such Act approved July 31, 1946, and to the 

provisions of law relating to the control, supervision, 

and care of the House Office Building contained in 

the Act approved Mar. 4, 1907, as amended (40 U.S.C., 

sec. 175).’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, in formal compliance with the 

aforecited provisions of the Additional House Office 

Building Act, the House Office Building Commission, in 

confirmation of actions heretofore taken by the Com-

mission, hereby orders: 

1. The Rayburn House Office Building, the subway 

connecting such building to the Capitol Build-

ing, the pedestrian tunnels connecting such 

building to the Longworth House Office Build-

ing, the underground garages in Squares 637 and 

691 and the tunnels connecting these garages to 

the House Office Buildings, are hereby declared 

to be House Office Buildings and, as such, are 

hereby made subject to those provisions of the 

Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, 

212a, [212a–2,] and 212b), including any amend-

ments to such Act, which are applicable to the 

Capitol Buildings, and to the Act of Mar. 4, 1907 

(40 U.S.C. 175). 

2. All other real property acquired by the Architect of 

the Capitol under authority of the Additional 

House Office Building Act is hereby declared to 

be part of the United States Capitol Grounds 

and is hereby made subject to the Act of July 

31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, 212a, and 

212b), including any amendments to such Act. 

3. Nothing herein shall be construed to contravene (a) 

the provisions of Public Law 89–260 authorizing 

the future use of Squares 732 north and south as 

a site for the Library of Congress James Madi-

son Memorial Building; or (b) the authority del-

egated by the House Office Building Commis-

sion to the Select House Committee under au-

thority of H. Res. 514, 90th Congress, pertaining 

to the direction and supervision of the use and 

operation of the four House Garages and out-

door parking lots. 

4. This order shall become effective immediately. 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION 

JOHN W. MCCORMACK, Chairman. 

EMANUEL CELLER, Member. 

CHARLES E. GOODELL, Member. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 71a, 136, 174b–1, 

184a, 193h, 193i, 193k, 193l, 193m, 210, 212a of this title. 
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§ 193b. Public use of Capitol Grounds 

Public travel in and occupancy of said United 
States Capitol Grounds shall be restricted to the 
roads, walks, and places prepared for that pur-
pose by flagging, paving, or otherwise. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 2, 60 Stat. 718.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–108. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a of this title. 

§ 193c. Obstruction of roads; conveyance of goods 
or merchandise; Capitol Grounds 

It is forbidden to occupy the roads in said 
United States Capitol Grounds in such manner 
as to obstruct or hinder their proper use, or to 
use the roads in the area of said United States 
Capitol Grounds, south of Constitution Avenue 
and B Street and north of Independence Avenue 
and B Street, for the conveyance of goods or 
merchandise, except to or from the Capitol on 
Government service. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 3, 60 Stat. 718.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–109. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a of this title. 

§ 193d. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Capitol 
Grounds 

It is forbidden to offer or expose any article 
for sale in said United States Capitol Grounds; 
to display any sign, placard, or other form of ad-
vertisement therein; to solicit fares, alms, sub-
scriptions, or contributions therein. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 4, 60 Stat. 718.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–110. 

RELOCATION OF VENDORS; TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF 

PROHIBITION OF SALE OF ARTICLES, ETC. 

Pub. L. 96–432, § 6(c), Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1853, pro-

vided that, in order to provide a fair and reasonable 

transition period in which to permit the orderly reloca-

tion of those duly licensed vendors operating, as of Oct. 

10, 1980, on those portions of Pennsylvania Avenue 

Northwest, and Maryland Avenue Southwest, hereby 

included in the definition of United States Capitol 

Grounds pursuant to section 1(4) and (5) [of Pub. L. 

96–432, set out as a note under section 193a of this title], 

so much of the prohibitions contained in section 4 of 

the law of July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 718) [this section], as 

would prevent the use of those portions of Pennsyl-

vania Avenue Northwest, and Maryland Avenue South-

west, for the offer and exposure of articles for sale, be 

suspended for a period not to exceed one year. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a, 1205 of this title; 

title 2 sections 121c, 121d. 

§ 193e. Injuries to property; Capitol Grounds 

It is forbidden to step or climb upon, remove, 
or in any way injure any statue, seat, wall, foun-

tain, or other erection or architectural feature, 
or any tree, shrub, plant, or turf in said United 
States Capitol Grounds. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 5, 60 Stat. 718.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–111. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a of this title. 

§ 193f. Capitol Grounds and Buildings security 

(a) Firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or 
incendiary devices 

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of 
persons— 

(1) Except as authorized by regulations 
which shall be promulgated by the Capitol Po-
lice Board: 

(A) to carry on or have readily accessible 
to the person of any individual upon the 
United States Capitol Grounds or within any 
of the Capitol Buildings any firearm, dan-
gerous weapon, explosive, or incendiary de-
vice; or 

(B) to discharge any firearm or explosive, 
to use any dangerous weapon, or to ignite 
any incendiary device, upon the United 
States Capitol Grounds or within any of the 
Capitol Buildings; or 

(C) to transport by any means upon the 
United States Capitol Grounds or within any 
of the Capitol Buildings any explosive or in-
cendiary device; or 

(2) Knowingly, with force and violence, to 
enter or to remain upon the floor of either 
House of the Congress. 

(b) Violent entry and disorderly conduct 

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of 
persons willfully and knowingly— 

(1) to enter or to remain upon the floor of ei-
ther House of the Congress, to enter or to re-
main in any cloakroom or lobby adjacent to 
such floor, or to enter or to remain in the Ray-
burn Room of the House or the Marble Room 
of the Senate, unless such person is author-
ized, pursuant to rules adopted by that House 
or pursuant to authorization given by that 
House, to enter or to remain upon such floor 
or in such cloakroom, lobby, or room; 

(2) to enter or to remain in the gallery of ei-
ther House of the Congress in violation of 
rules governing admission to such gallery 
adopted by that House or pursuant to author-
ization given by that House; 

(3) to enter or to remain in any room within 
any of the Capitol Buildings set aside or des-
ignated for the use of either House of the Con-
gress or any Member, committee, subcommit-
tee, officer, or employee of the Congress or ei-
ther House thereof with intent to disrupt the 
orderly conduct of official business; 

(4) to utter loud, threatening, or abusive lan-
guage, or to engage in any disorderly or dis-
ruptive conduct, at any place upon the United 
States Capitol Grounds or within any of the 
Capitol Buildings with intent to impede, dis-
rupt, or disturb the orderly conduct of any ses-


